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APRIL 23, Sun.: LE-HI-HO GENERAL MEETING with social hour, 2:00 p.m., Unitar- 
ian Church of Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Ave., Bethlehem (Fountain Hill 
section, 2 blocks south of 1500 block of Broadway). May 6, Sat.: Pa. Rural 
Gay Caucus meets in State College to discuss formation of statewide Gay 
Support Group. May 16, Tues. PRIMARY--REGISTER AND VOTE! Klein (Dem. ) and 
Thornberg (Rep.) most favorable to gays; Casey most anti-gay. May 21, Sun.: 
LE-HI-HO General Meeting. June 3, Sat.: Fall Election Strategy Meeting, 
Harrisburg, 1;00 p.m., 6th and Herr Sts., Friends Meeting House. June 8-11, 
Thurs.-Sun.:"Gay and Christian" Ecumenical Conference at Kirkridge (Bangor, 
Pa. 18013 215-588-1793). Cost $110. With Malcolm Boyd, Barbara Gittings, 
Jeannine Gramick, John McNeill, others. June 25, Sun.: 9th Annual Christo- 
pher St. Parade, New York City. July 9, Sun.: Massive ERA Rally and Parade, 
Washington, D.C. Further Info.: call Bob (866-6390) or Rick (866-6320). 


NOTES *****Magazines to check out are Playboy (May for its exposing interview 
(not centerfold) of Anita Bryant, and the Valley Monthly (April) for its 
cover article on Gay Rights. Cover photo of two men kissing is local sensa- 
tion. The March 17 (v.30 no.11) issue of the National Review offers a sym- 
posium on Gay Rights and Conservative Politics. °** Campaigns similar to 
that in Dade County are being mounted in St. Paul, Minn.; Wichita, Kan.; and 
Eugene, Oregon. Contributions to the cause may go to : Tri-City National 
Defense Fund, P.O. Box 3949 , Hollywood, Ca. 90028. *** Anyone in the BUCKS 
and MONTGOMERY CO. areas interested in forming or joining a new gay group 

may contact : Bruce Grimes, Box 222, Sumneytown, Pa. 18084. 


GAY CONFERENCE A HIT 


"Pride '78", t ce very success- 
fully on the weekend of April 7-9 at the Delaware Water Gap Howard Johnson's, 
with 229 people from seven states attending. Mary Nancarrow and Gary Norton 
of the Pa. Rural Gay Caucus opened, with Tony Siivestre of the Pa. Council 
for Sexual Minorities sketching where the movement has come from in the 

past 10 years. A strong appeal was made for supporting the ERA extension, 
drawing much applause along with a warmly worded telegram of encouragement 
from Gov. Shapp. The afternoon saw about 30 workshops concerning Religion, 
Relationships, Coming Out, Gay Youth, Health, Feminism, Law, Minorities, 

and Bisexual and Married Gays. A cocktail hour and banquet followed, at 
which Massachusetts state legislator Elaine Noble was to have spoken; she 
sent her regrets, however, that political events prevented her attendance. 
Entertainment followed, with the gay-oriented and witty songs of Tom Wilson, 
and the soft rock of an all-women group, King Goslyn and Friends. A subse- 
quent Disco Party ran until about 3:00 a.m. 

A breakfast buffet Sunday morning preceded the address by National Gay 
Task Force Co-Director Bruce Voeller, who spoke about the past, present, and 
future national scene, including positive results of the White House talks 
begun last summer. He explained that future training programs for prison 
directors will include gay issues, and that the term "prison rape" will 


replace references to "homosexual rape", which had always implied that gay 

























people were doing the raping. In addition, the Immigration and Naturaliaa- 
tion Service will no longer be able to use homosexuality per se as a pretext 
for deportation or refusing naturalization of a citizen. A final round of 
workshops followed, and then a last general session in which several resolu- 
tions were passed. The conference resolved to address the special problems 
of Gay Youth, Alcoholics and Racial Minorities, to endorse the July 9 ERA 
Rally in Washington, D.C., to encourage the formation of a state-wide Gay 
Support Group, and the formation of a state-wide association of Gay Telephone 
Counseling Services. It is possible that the conference organizers even 
made a small profit, and the very busy Howard Johnson's staff was apparently 
quite happy with the whole event. 

The Relationships Workshops were particularly well-attended, with their 
discussions of open and monogamous relationships by both gay and straight 
couples. A slight majority seemed to be happy and successful in having 
worked out stable, open relationships, instead of aiming for the seldom- 
attained monogamy; this seemed especially true for "bisexual" people, who 
have perhaps overcome what one man called "that pernicious disease called 
romantic love". The Minorities Workshop centered on transsexuals. The 
workshop leader, herself a post-operative transsexual, made some surprising 
comments in suggesting that sex-reassignment is perhaps usually a mistake. 
She cited statistics of high suicide rates for post-operatives as well as 
physical complications and claimed that fewer operations are being done 
because of the dismal record. She suggested that transsexuals should perhaps 
learn to live with their androgyny, rather than exchange one rigid sex role 
for another equally as rigid in order to fit into a straight, patriarchal 
societ : 


Impressions of a Gay HoJo ic 


Hordes of people crowc e HoJo restauran or Saturday Dreakfast, mostly 
straight, one assumes, but they'll be in the minority later. The 50 or so 
people gathering at 10:00 a.m. don't look so impressive although they create 
enough cigarette smoke. More trickle in all day, a sartorially and sexually 
heterogeneous bunch, of all ages, and about equally divided between women 
and men. Main speakers have nothing much original to say, but are well- 
received. Outside the main hall, booths proliferate, with books, buttons, 
lambda pillows and T-shirts. Most popular are the business cards reading : 
"This purchase fand your profit) is paid for by Gay clientele. Support your 
local Gay community. It's good business." Where can I use them? People 
who see a copy of the latest Valley Monthly with "The Kiss" go wild over it- 
someone could've made a fortune selling them here. Not enough time scheduled 
for lunch before a heavy 5 hours of workshops. My first, in spite of Tony 
Silvestre, is dull. The second and third are , unfortunately, identical, 
as I'm a participant in Grassroots Organizing. Attendance so low, though, 
that we talk shop to each other. They're all in Relationships. No smoke, 
though (thanks to me). Cocktail Lounge mobbed before dinner-the first HoJo 
Gay Bar? Anita smiles serenely from over the bar, and Bruce Voeller stands 
alone. If we invite him to our table, what will we say? Too late--someone's 
chewing his ear off. Banquet delayed so that we're all actually hungry for 
the motel chicken with cardboard trimmings. Crowd is having such a good 
time hardly anyone notices Elaine Noble is a no-show. Cheers and applause 
for a long list of Pa. groups and their founders. How could they forget 
LE-HI-HO? Must be we're too old. Some women remark they've never seen 
waitresses ignored by so many men (only one busboy and bartender to ogle). 
Good spirits carry through fabulous entertainment and disco, although some 
split for the The Blue Bugle. Zonked-out people Sunday morning, of course, 
and sparser attendance. At breakfast the manager seeks advice on putting 
out grapefruit. They'll go uneaten, he's told--remember, they're cousins 
to oranges! Overall, a great weekend--glad I'm not Cleaning up! RIB. 


